various syndromes associated with anomalies of autosomes and sex chromosomes are described with illustrations of cases and their karyotypes. There is a brief discussion of clinical management.
Both the author and Professor Murray Barr in his foreword emphasize that diagnostic cytogenetics should now be carried out on a service basis in a hospital laboratory, leaving research departments to study other aspects of human chromosomes. This book should be welcomed by all clinicians and clinical students. JOHN It is no soft assignment to crystallize the whole of British medicine into a single book. The long interval since the last edition of Price's Textbook provided an unusual opportunity for a fresh attempt to be made and Sir Ronald Bodley Scott and his 23 fellow contributors deserve to be congratulated on a very praiseworthy effort to achieve this. The result is a convenient and up-todate book of reference that will be useful to both students studying for examinations and doctors dealing with patients. Medical knowledge is now growing so rapidly that it is no longer possible for such a textbook to be really comprehensive and therefore selected references for more detailed reading have wisely been added to the text. Another improvement is the two-column format which makes easier the reading of cold but essential facts. Although 90s may cause people to hesitate before buying a book that will be out of date in a few years, every aspect of medicine is covered and the information it contains undoubtedly makes the book good value for The third edition of this book appears eight years after the second, and during the interval there has been a complete revision of the text and extensive rewriting of some sections. The general principles of pathology are discussed in a fairly conventional manner; for the most part the text is a pleasure to read and the illustrations are good (although the floor of the mouth shown in Plate X is, in fact, the palate). However, there are some noticeable omissions and anomalies. For example, the impression is conveyed that bone necrosis and sequestrum formation are the same thing, and the mosaic appearance in Paget's disease is explained and illustrated in such a way that, almost certainly, the student would gain an incorrect impression.
Often the author uses examples of mouth and jaw diseases to illustrate general pathological principles, an admirable practice in a book intended for dental students. However, many of the statements are open to serious criticism. Aphthous stomatitis is said to be due to the herpes simplex virus. Cementum is apparently laid down by the dental papilla. In cervicofacial actinomycosis the lesions are 'mainly submucosal leading to swelling of the gingiva'. 'Epulis' is apparently a giant-cell lesion. The occurrence in the jaws of giant-cell tumour of bone, and the relationship between giant-cell lesions of the jaws and the brown nodes of hyperparathyroidism are dealt with in a confusing manner. No mention is made of the fact that most giant-cell lesions of the jaws are of a different character. This is a readable and attractive book, but it does contain a number of questionablestatements.
I R H KRAMER
The Prenatal Lung by S Engel pp vii+71 illustrated 45s Oxford &c.: Pergamon Press 1966 This monograph has thirteen pages of text and the rest of the book consists entirely of microphotographs with some explanatory diagrams. The subject matter is a detailed histological examination of serial sections of six foetal lungs ranging from 61 weeks to 29 weeks gestation.
The description of the development of the bronchial tree and alveolar system is more detailed perhaps than heretofore. The emphasis has been laid on development of vascularization and on formation of elastic tissue. For technical reasons the latter has been studied in relation to blood vessels rather than respiratory channels.
The presentation of the book is excellent and it represents painstaking work which will remain as an authoritative source for anatomists and research workers. The contention that it is of practical value to obstetricians is probably optimistic, only one of the six feetuses being even legally viable. If the book emphasizes that many premature babies die because their lungs are immature, this only serves to underline what we knowthat the answer to prematurity must be prevention rather than cure. Finally, it would have been helpful if the study had included one child premature through dysmaturity. The difference in histological appearance between premature babies of identical size but considerably different maturity could have been most illuminating. C N HUDSON
